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T j By Drew Peurson ~Propaganda Baijoous o _ -
President Truman’s relations: For 'instance, when -this col| DA

iwith. reporters at‘-’gh‘e \-\"hitcg.umnist. last spring urged se.nd-v o
iHouse are at an all-time low. ‘Ing propaganda balloon; beh_md: C
The boys in the White House'the Iron Curtain, it was f) owned

Press Y0 0m,. gusyr—rmmon: ‘on by military adviscrs and by |
{usually among ¢ ome State Departre:-.: officials. |
|his  stanchest § "hey feared a violent “.action in |
friends, resent Toscow. : i
the frequent i But when the crusade for free-|
cracks the «lom was able to float balloons
President has 1to Czechoslovakia and Poland
been making
about the

ipress general- |
- {ly.” And they
Idon’t appre- .
;f' ciate the bawl- &

s

fmee e B

'graphed,  tacked .on  telephone ‘
poles, majled anonymously to| -
Communist officials, and created
such a' furor -that Communist
Newspapers, the, Czech Primie
2 iing out. they “‘Pearson . ° Minist.er and Radio Moscow had
' get when agk-+ .00 T 1o-go into high gear to reply.
ing simple quésiions -at the:  Public opinion became so riled
White House ncws conferences. inside Czechoslovakia that the |
It didn’t, get into, the ne\vs-fgjon11nu11_ists actually began look- ' g
papers, b{{ M. Trufan, who. re-ing for some way to free Associ- N s
turned from Key Wést tired and ated Press Correspondent Wil ;
j erochety, atmogst took two ‘more liam Oatis in order to_turn off . |
digs ~at -the™ reporters ‘recently:the heat. . .

First, he wanted 1o lecture then However, when similar balloon
for not emphasizing that the list or propaganda projects have :
of war prisoners put out hy thg‘ been urged for Hungary and :
Chinese Communists was un: other satellite countries, ‘an of- |
verified and thus. probably inac- ficial  wall of discouragement |
' I curate—something, in¢identally, has been erected by the. Penta-
| that all .reporters -already had gon and by some of the more |
0' stressed. o timid souls in the State Depart-
He also wanted to bawl them ment. . . o
out for leaking the sfory-that. The reason is partly illus-|
Judge Tom Murphy of New Yorkitrated by a story told by Gen.
had turned down the job of chief.Bgr{cll Smith, expert head of
graft investigator. However, thegCe"h("'T"'Tntelh’g_ence,‘ -+ 10 re-

. President’s press officers, led by:counls “a“conversation “atween 3

V] able Joe Short, convinced “Mr. Georges Dimitroy and Stalin, | A
‘Truman to forget about it. “Are you afraid. of war?” :

; -Stalin was asked. "

Iuside Hungary ” | “Yes,” replied Stalin, “but not .
Final decision to- pay the ran-;as afraid as the West.”
som of the four United Staltr-::s!x Nevertheless, there are plenty.
fliers in Hungary was. made only jof Propaganda steps that can be .
after significant back-stage de~§t‘ai€en With 10’ “danger or wau,
- bate whith goes to the Ver.V'I'OOC’Furthermdre, it - remains a. fact!
"Cof American policy toward Rus-{that the law-of the jungle re.’
ysian satellites. ) mains the Jaw of the Kremlin.:
" “Inside fact is that the Defense; And when' United States propa-;
i Department, not the State De-i ganda -stirs the population - of,
Ipartment, made the decision to: Czechoslovakia or Hungary- to a
Put up the ransom money—fors boiling point, the Kremlin s:
'two reasons: ' imuch more likely. 10  act with!
! 1. The four Air Force menjreaso.. - ; : o
iwere official representatives Of nowoge, Ployorrerin
.the United States and speciﬁcal-}‘ﬁl?lll“"}' Playground AER :
1y of the Defense Department. | Whén - Senate 'invesfigators; : =
'Shizédm?vajmipr&) Chl‘iis ﬂ‘:f; S%taofﬁ brobed Army camps recently,’
rctaliat(ior‘:y Iormfg:lny Hlu(;agary;,the.y didn’t seem t{) notice that,
might call our bluff. zwhlle ngjt Belvoir, Va.,"has;
i This latter point gets down tq squandered thousands of dollars
. the root problem of whether it on fancy golf courses, it has let: :
is wise o provoke the Soviet. It jtg living  quarters” run down; ~ - V.
~4 ~ Das come up time after time iﬁ;s}]an‘lefully, SR
sthe past, and the Joint Chiefs of o e o ¢
Staff always shy away from, any |

‘showdown. In general, so does |
‘the State Departm__entﬁ :
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